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Youth Action Goalition

Hbuﬂi empowerment = creative expression * community buil'clir\g * social action





YOUTH ACTION COALITION INTERNSHIPS 2011-12

Youth Action Coalition (YAC) is a community organization operating in Hampshire County since 1988.  Our mission is to promote youth empowerment through progressive arts and social change initiatives.  We believe that by pairing intensive arts immersion with social justice education and action, we help youth foster their natural talents as artists and build their strengths as community leaders.

PROGRAM INTERNSHIPS

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

· Assisting program coordinator with all aspects of running the program

· Assisting participants one-on-one and in small groups

· Facilitating your own workshop(s) on a related topic, to be determined with program coordinator

· Helping coordinate exhibits and events 

· Attend intern meetings and trainings

· Networking with other community youth and arts groups

· Set up and clean up work areas

QUALIFICATIONS:

· Experience working with youth

· Experience with medium relevant to respective program (see descriptions above)

· Commitment to youth empowerment and social justice 

· Attention to detail and willingness to learn

· Can-do attitude and sense of humor

OFFICE INTERNSHIP

Work alongside YAC staff to ensure smooth functioning of the organization. Take on special projects commensurate with your experience. Office schedule: M/T/Th, flexible hours

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

· Database management and other organizational tasks

· Grant research, proposal writing, fundraising, and organizational development

· Writing press releases, blog posts

· Support to programs and program staff

QUALIFICATIONS: 

· Excellent organizational and communication skills

· Experience with PC platform using MS Office, FileMaker Pro

· Knowledge of Photoshop and other design software a plus

· Willingness to learn

· Ability to multi-task and follow-through

· Attention to detail

· Ability to work independently

· Interest in youth empowerment and social justice

All internships are 6-8 hours/week. Paid internships are only available for students in the Federal Work Study program. Rate $8-10/hr. Non-work study students are eligible for a semester stipend. Preference is given to interns who can make a full year commitment.

Program details on next page …

YAC’S ARTS-FOR-CHANGE (AFC) PROGRAMS: 

All AfC programs focus on the following goals: Self-Empowerment and Strengthened Identity (I AM), Commitment to Social Justice (I BELIEVE), Skill Development and Arts Learning (I CREATE), and Community Engagement (WE CONNECT). While each program has its own unique flavor, all youth participants go through process of self-discovery, dialogue, image making, and community building.

· E’town Rising: Voices of Youth (E’town) works with high school-aged teens in Easthampton. Equipped with digital cameras and creative writing, E'town youth explore and communicate their views about their lives and community. Program schedule: T/Th 2:30-4:30pm


· GirlsEyeView Amherst (GEV Am) provides a supportive and creative space for girls to express themselves through photography and writing.  Our Amherst site is open to 7-9th grade girls, with a focus on black and white manual photography. Participants learn to process their film and print their images in the darkroom. Program schedule: GEV Amherst, T/Th 2:30-5pm, Amherst Regional High School. 


· GirlsEyeView Ware (GEV W) Our Ware site is open to middle and high-school aged young women from Ware and the surrounding communities, with a focus on digital photography. Program schedule: GEV Ware, M/W 2:45-4:45pm, The Literacy Project-Ware.

· Get Up Get Down (GUGD) empowers young people to mobilize their communities through public art. Youth use a variety of art forms, including metal-working, mask-making, drawing and painting, to investigate critical issues and make their work public. GUGD created the murals on the side of the Amherst Cinema Building and Food For Thought Books in downtown Amherst. Program schedule: T/Th 4-6pm, Hampshire College Lemelson Center.

· Video Vanguards (VV) works with youth of color and their allies integrating youth leadership, video production and social justice education. Youth use these skills to create video pieces that address issues that are overlooked by the mainstream media. They organize socially conscious youth and community events throughout the year. VV events include: community screenings, cabaret nights and youth-led workshops for area youth. Program schedule: M/Th 4-6pm, Hampshire College Film/Photo Building. 


To apply for an internship, please send resume and cover letter to:  

Stacey Lennard, Executive Director, slennard@youthactioncoalition.org, 413.253.2158 x1

Youth Action Coalition is committed to a diverse workplace, and is an equal opportunity employer.
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